
Town Hall Educational Gathering 
September 18, 2022  

4:00 - 6:00 pm 
Christ Church, in Sanctuary & on christchurchsl.org 

 
**This gathering is being recorded and will be posted on the Jeremiah 29 webpage. 

 
Welcome, Introduction of Moderators, and Opening Prayer 
 
Opening Song - Cornerstone 
 
Scripture Reading – James 1:2-5 
 
Setting the Stage 
 
Bishop Jones’s District Meeting video            
 
A witness to remaining UMC, Rev. Dr. Keith Whitaker           
             
A witness to affiliating GMC, Rev. Dr. Leah Hidde-Gregory  
            
Q & A via cards and texting 
 
Witness from ordained pastors of Christ Church 
 
Closing Remarks 
 
Closing Song – Spirit Song (UMH No. 347) 
   
Sending Forth 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Meet Our Guest Pastors 

 
 
 

                                                                          

 

 
    Keith Whitaker is a recently retired Elder in the 
Texas Conference of the UMC. He is one of our 
former pastors, serving as our Senior Pastor from 
1988-1994. Prior to serving here he was pastor of 
churches in Normangee and Cameron. From 
Christ Church he went to FUMC Lufkin and then 
to be Superintendent of the East District. He then 
served 12 years at FUMC Pearland, where the 
church birthed a new congregation in Manvel.   
    Keith grew up in Houston and graduated from 
UH. He married Stephanie (Lyerly) in 1979. They 
have two sons, Heath and Stephen. Heath is 
married to Tiffany and they have two daughters, 
Ella and Olivia. They live in Houston. Stephen 
lives in San Antonio and is the sports editor of a 
suburban newspaper. Keith and Stephanie love 
their family and enjoy hosting them at their 
retirement home on Carter Lake in College 
Station.   
    Beyond his appointments Keith has served the 
conference as a member of the General & 
Jurisdictional Conference delegations from 1996 
to the present. He also served a year as the 
Associate Pastor at Wesley’s Chapel in London 
and did a pulpit exchange in southern England. 
His Masters and Doctors Degrees are from SMU. 
Hobbies include travel, baseball, classic cars, 
music and photography. 
 

 
    Dr. Leah Hidde-Gregory currently serves as the 
Chair of the Transitional Leadership team for the 
Global Methodist Church and as the GMC 
Organizer for Mid Texas Provisional 
Conference. After 30 years in the United 
Methodist Church, she became an Elder with the 
Global Methodist Church in June of 2022.  During 
her ministry she has served as a laywoman in the 
Oklahoma Conference, as a pastor in the North 
Texas Conference and the Central Texas 
Conference.  Most recently she sat on the Central 
Texas Cabinet of the UMC as a District 
Superintendent for six years. 
    Leah has a heart and a passion for sharing the 
good news of Jesus Christ.  She has spent much 
of her ministry in church revitalization, revival and 
church growth.  She is excited about the Global 
Methodist Church and the orthodox witness which 
is being awakened within our congregations as 
they discern their next faithful step. 
    She holds a Doctorate in Ministry in Church 
Leadership Excellence from Wesley Theological 
in Washington, D.C.; a Masters of Divinity from 
Perkins School of Theology; and a Bachelors in 
Psychology and Sociology from Texas A&M 
Commerce.   She is married to partner in ministry, 
Stan.  They have two daughters, both getting 
married in the next year and a son Will who is still 
at home.  
 


